Dear Kent School District Board Members, 
It has come to my attention that the STEAM class at Martin Sortun Elementary School is not going to be funded in the 2023-24 school year. I am writing today to urge you to preserve this beloved program. This class provides valuable education and middle school preparation for our students that encourages critical thinking and problem-solving; and displays gender and racial representation in the fields of science, technology, engineering, art, and math. In a time when enrollment is low, removing programs our students and families love will only continue to negatively affect student enrollment in the district. 
This 2022-23 school year, our STEAM teacher organized an incredible assembly with Blue Origin for Audrey Powers Day. This was an empowering event that taught students about potential careers in the science field and also showed them that ANYONE can be an astronaut. This event attracted Kent Mayor Ralph, Superintendent Vela, and even some of you on the KSD Board. You came out for this event and supported it. We ask you now to have the same support and enthusiasm to save this program. 
The families of Martin Sortun love this STEAM class because our students love STEAM! Over the course of the next month, you can expect you will be hearing from more parents and families like mine, and you will definitely be hearing from the students. They are incredibly passionate about this class, and they are prepared to advocate for it. 
If you want to learn more or discuss this with our students to understand what it means to them, we encourage you to. Please reach out to our PTA President Shaunna Krebs to schedule time – msptapres@gmail.com or 253-670-5585.

Sincerely,

[Your Name] 
